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‘i For the year ending March 1857. ' aN 
==> GURNARNRAANAWRN 
Amount of Money raised and received by y the Selectmen for the 3 year 
\ 1856. sae 
- 7 * - 
Raised in the State, County, Town, School and School- td 
house taxes on residents in said town, $2219 53 y 
“ Raised in nonresident taxes, Sag Ga 
Received of the County for the support of Jesse Roberts _ ¢ 
from November 23d, 1855, to November 14th, 
1856, 56 10. 
“of Francis Hilliard, Collector for 1851, 3260 
 * Joseph Poor for the use of town House, a: PS 
? State Treasurer for’ the year 1855, of Literary . ‘“‘ . °: 
Banta Fund, 35°19 % 
“ for 1856 of Literary Fund, 37 89 * 4 
a? for Railroad distribution for the year 1855, ark ee) le 
as “ 1856, 2th g 


Aree iid warrant for Sarah, widow of Elijah Dow, 143,50 *. 
” for land warrant for Sarah Dow, formerly widow ‘@¥ iz 


of Jonathan Shaw, 166,00. .°. 
* — money hired for the past year, PAr4 PS Ms 
. i Pian te * 
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rk : Expenditures. 
Paid State tax in full, $158 20 
“County tax in full, 341 83 
$500 03 
, Schooling. 

Paid John A. Blake, Prudential Committee in Dist. No.1, $308 05 
“ Prescott Spaulding,  “ Hg e 2, 450 95 
“Samuel P. Tuck for services as Superintending School 

’ Committee, 10 90 
« §, S. Fletcher, Commissioner for Rockingham County 

for Teachers’ Institute, 13 56 


Contingences for 1856. 
Paid Hall & Clarke for printing town accounts, $11 00 


Jeremiah Dow for assisting in staking out new road, 1 00 
“ Joseph D. Wadleigh for 1 cord of pine wood, 3 50 
“ George Hardy for four dinners, 1 00 
“ J.B. Sanborn for painting sign for town house, 2 00 
“ John Blaisdell for repairing burying ground fence, 50 
“. George W. Rowe for serving five notices and travel, 2 27 
-* (ilman Marston for advice, &c., 20 00 
“Jesse Worthley for moving C. Tibbetts, 1 00 
“ Dearborn T. Blake for a witness against the road of 8. 

o P. Tuck and others, 1 25 
“ Stephen Green for making taxes, 7 00 
“ Jeremiah F. Blake for services enrolling soldiers, 1 50 

,“ John P. Lamprey for services enrolling soldiers, 1 50 
_“ Cyrus D. Wadleigh for services enrolling soldiers, 1 50 
“ Joseph W. Brown for services as town Clerk, 10 Q0 
« Charles Dow for one day assisting Selectmen in widen- ’ 
ing road, 1 00 
4s Charles Dow to notifying land owners on petition of 
E. B. Chase and others, 50 
Charles Dow to furnishing four dinners on widening 
highways, 1 33 
“ Lavina Ramsdell for washing town house, 3 00 
“ John Kimball for cotton flannel 1 52 
* Stephen Woodman for injuries to his horse, 25 00 
“ Tra Blake for services as a Moderator, 2 00 
~ Tra Blake to one day taking courses and distances on 
widening the road leading by Nathan Dow’s 
house, 2 50 
A “ to casting contents of land taken on widen- 
ing said road. 50 
af es to making out return of the widening said road, 1 00 
a for going to Seabrook to take acknowledge- 
ment of Sarah Dow’s land claim, 79 
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Paid Ira Blake for taking courses and distances on widen- 
ing road on land of Ira Fellow’s, 


“ “for taking courses and distances on widen- 
ing road on land of Jonathan Tuck 
and others, 

" ¥ for making out two returns of the above, 

Ff «¢ for one day in laying out the road from Z. 
B. Chase’s to Z. Roberts, 

ss ‘* for making out affidavit for Joseph Poor, to 
recover pay of County for J. Roberts, 

# “for making out return of road from E. B. 


Chase to Z. Roberts, 

* §.P. Tuck for books for indigent children in school 
district No. 2, 

“* Joseph Poor for going to Exeter and Portsmouth to 
settle with the County. 


9: ws for going to Portsmouth to procure Sarah 
Dow’s land warrant, 
. “ Daniel Prescott for going to Amesbury to 


settle with Stephen Woodman, 

“ John M. Weare for services in obtaining evidence re- 
lating to Sarah Dow’s bounty land 
claim, 

« William H. Hackett for obtaining bounty land warrant: 
for Sarah Dow, 

« W. B. Morrill for certificate on a bounty land warrant 
granted to Sarah Dow, 


“ John M. Weare for taking the application and obtain- 


ing the bounty land warrant for Sar- 
ah Dow, formerly the widow of Jon- 
athan Shaw, deceased, 

“ John G. Dow for erecting guide posts, 

“* Daniel Prescott’s expenses to Salem, - 

*« Joseph Poor for erecting a rail around towr house, 

“ Julius C. oe for land and damage in widening 

ighway, 

“© John Piper for Iba axial ited in widening highway, 

“  D. Prescott & J. Poor for going to Seabrook twice, to 
get Sarah Dow to transfer her land 
claim, 

** for books and stationery, 

“« for postage, 

“« Selectmen for services as Overseers of the Poor, 

* Joseph Poor for services as town Treasurer, 

“ ri for copying town accounts and procuring 
the printing the same, 


10 


100 


1 


‘‘ Sewell Dow for land and damage in widening highways, 12 


*« John Page, Jr., for collecting taxes for the year 1856, 
‘Abel Brown and others, their non- resident highway 
taxes, 


15 


18 
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Amount paid for breaking road at 10 cents per hour, in the month 


Paid 
66 


of March and April, 1856. 


Prescott Spaulding, 


G. H. A. Brown, 
James Fuller, 

S. P. Badger, 
Josiah T. Blake, 
D. R. Prescott, 
A. T. Rowe, 


J. L. Lamprey, 
J. P. Lamprey, 
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$59 65 


Amount paid for breaking roads at 10 cents per hour, for 1857. 


‘ 


aid J. P. Lamprey, 

J. L. Lamprey, 

‘‘ Charles C. Dow, 
‘¢ ‘Thomas Flanders, 
“ W. H. Wadleigh, © 
s¢ 'W. S. Hobbs, 
“DPD. Prescott, 

oF AY. Ruy CK. 
«6A. J. Shaw, 
“Jeremiah Tilton, 
«“ §. Green, 

“ W. Hilton, 

« §. P. Badger, 


& 


Roads and Bridges. 


Paid W. S. Hobbs for labor on highways and bridges, 


Selectmen’s Bill. 


Paid for their services the past year, 


66 


for taking inventory and expenses in the same, 
expended with the Auditors, 

for appraising woodland, 

for making assessments, 

for correcting lists, 

for 13 days in widening highways, 


$9 30 
4 


$361 29 


$5 00 


$27.00 
18 00 
2 00 
6 00 
3 00 
4 00 
19 50 


$79 50 


35 


Expenses of the Poor. 


Paid Abel Brown for boarding and clothing Abby Tibbetts 


6 


6c 


from March 14th, 1856, to March 14th, 1857, 
Abel Brown for boarding and clothing Caroline O. 
Tibbetts from March 14th, 1856, to April 11, 
1856, 
Jesse Worthley for boarding Caroline O. Tibbetts 
from April 11th, 1856, to April 11th, 1857, 
Sarah Felch for boarding and clothing Sidney Tibbetts 
from March 15th, 1856, to March 16th, 1857, 
John G. Dow for boarding and clothing George W. 
Tibbetts from March 15th, 1856, to March 
16th, 1857, 


“ Hannah Dow for boarding Sarah Dow from 23d of Feb. 


6e 


6e 


‘Jonathan 


to April 26th, 1856, 

Jonathan F. Shaw for boarding Sarah Dow from May 
Ist, 1856, to July 21st, 1856, | 

Betsey Gove for boarding and clothing Sarah Dow 
from July 28th, 1856, to March 14th, 1857, 

Doct. J. Brown for medical attendance on Sarah Dow, 

New Hampshire Asylum for the insane, for Lucy Ann 
Blake, a town pauper, 

Elizabeth S. Bassett for boarding Lois T. Pervier 
from November 22d, 1856, to February 28th, 
1857 


Nathaniel Eastman for boarding and clothing Joseph 


Sanborn for the year ending March 16, 1857, 
Zacheus Roberts for boarding and clothing Betsey 
Page for the year ending March 16th, 1857, 


G. W. Walton for goods delivered to John Weymouth, 


Michael Gove for wood delivered to John Weymouth, 

Mrs Sarah Dow for clothing, &c., 

Mrs Lavina Ramsdell for clothing and boarding Jesse 
Roberts from November 23d, 1855, to, No- 
vember 13th, 1856, 


Abatements, 1856. 


J.C. “ea for a horse that died, 
almer — do. do. 
Edgar A. Brown, over-rated and abated, 
Oliver J. Palmer, do. do. 
Sally & Mary Hobbs for a cow that died, 
John Wey mouth, tax for the year 1856, 
Michael Donavan, poll tax for 1856, 
Henry Crosby, do. do. 
Thomas D. Ham, do. do. 


A*® 


$52 00 


117 40 


17 50 
25 00 
117 00 
22311 


19 50 
2 00 


56 10 


$722 76 


‘ Benjamin Brown, do. do. 2 AL 
‘© Enoch Joy, do. do. 2 16 
“ Dorothy Brown, do. do. 67 
$18 O1 
Whole amount of money raised and received, 3181 28 
Whole amount of money paid out, 3025 86 
Remains in the hands of Collector for 1856, 78 91 
| $3104 77 
Remains in the hands of the Treasurer, $76 51 
& in the hands of Francis Hilliard, Collector for 1851, 32 49 
is: in the hands of Geo. A. Chase, a“ 1853, 10 19 
1 in the hands of Stephen Green, “ 1854, 12 95 
«in the hands of C. D. Wadleigh, “ 1855, 2 03 
Indebtedness of the town at the present time, 548 00 
Town Dr. for Literary Fund money for 1855 & ’56, 73 59 
JOSEPH POOR, Selectmen _ 
DANIEL PRESCOTT, of 
JOHN G. DOW, Kensington. 


Kensington, March 3d, 1857. 


We, the undersigned, have examined the accounts presented to us 
and find them correctly cast and properly vouched, and find a bal- 
ance in the hands of the Treasurer of $76 51. 


A. G. M. TITCOMB 
IRA F. BROWN, + Auditors. 
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Report of the Liquor Agent, beginning February 24th 1856 and 
ending February 27th, 1857. 


Cash received for 434 sales, $112 30 
Cash paid for Liquor and freight, $65 45 
“Agent for one year’s services, 30 00 
$95 45 
Balance in the hands of Agent, $16 85 
Amount of Liquor on hand February 27th, 1857. 
1-2 gallon Brandy at $4 00 a gallon, $2 00 
1-2 “ St. Croix Rum $1 25 a gallon, 62 1-2 
16-8 “ Port Wine, $2 50 a gallon, 4 87 1-2 
16-8 “ New Rum, 48 cts. a gallon, 84 
43-8 Holland Gin $2 00 a gallon, 8 75 
3  “ Alcohol, $1 00 a gallon, 2 00 
$18 59 
2 pints Port Wine sold for Commemoration of the Lord’s Supper:. 
3 1-2 pints of Port Wine for Medical purposes. 
9 1-2 pints Alcohol ih “ 
11-2¢allon “ for Mechanical “ 
18 1-2 pints Brandy sold for Medicinal « 
6 1-8 gallons St.Croix Rum = * 
12 5-8 gallons Holland Gin . f 
88 3-8 gallons New Rum ee o 


CYRUS D. WADLEIGH,. Agent. 
Rockingham, ss., February 28th, A. D., 1857. 


Personally appearing Cyrus D. Wadleigh, Agent for the town of 
Kensington, for the sale of spirituous liquors, made oath that the- 
above is a-correct account and return of sa es, before me, 


W. B..MORRILL, Justice Peace. 


REPORT 


Superintending School Committee. 


TOWN OF KENSINGTON, 


For the Year 1856, 


ADA eee 


The innumerable advantages, and beneficial influences resulting 
from the moral and elevating tendency of our District School System, — 
are apparent, and may well be seen, felt and heard, far beyond the 
limits of those few States, comprising now, but a small part of our 
whole country. Our system of Common Schools is justly termed thef 
pride of New England, the Palladium of our Liberties.— Yet, notwith- 
standing we are well entitled to all this glory and much more—there 
is another side to the picture. School registers, returns, reports of 
committees, of commissioners, and statistics generally, show to us in 
many instances a lamentable neglect and abuse even, on the part of 
pupils, parents and people, of the thousand and one advantages and 
blessings proffered to their very grasp. Many instances there are of 
liberal, enlightened and progressive action, examples worthy of imi- 
tation. The District School we believe to be above all others, the 
poor man’s blessing, and about the only truly democratic feature in 
our whole much boasted, grand republican conglomeration. And 
viewing the subject in this light, we think its interests and advance- 
ment cannot be watched with too jealous care, or a too ardent desire 
to keep pace with the times, in all matters of real and substantial pro- 
gress. High schools, academies, colleges, and other institutions of the 
advanced sciences, will take care of themselves, usually with a little 
begging, without; much popular effort. For the success of our own 
schools, we must take an active personal interest. The incorporated 
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academy in country towns, and often in villages, tends to the dispar- 
agement and neglect of the common school. The result of this unfa- 
vorable influence has already become apparent in circumstances con- 
nected with the history of towns in our own immediate neighborhood. 
But the ills and objections, flowing from the establishment and the 
attempt to establish very feeble and low grade academies in our coun- 
try towns, cannot be applied to the system of graded schools, as adopt- 
ed in many towns; wherever the graded system of schools, is once 
approved and adopted, we have never known a single instance where 
the plan has been abandoned. It has always appeared to give a new 
impulse to the cause of popular education. It excites a local pride, 
perfectly justifiable. A town like our own, coming into this ar- 
rangement, is complete, and independent in itself alone, desiring and 
needing no extraneous aid. This idea, carried into execution, would 
cost the inhabitants no more in taxation, than the present system. We 
need no other argument than the example and experience of the 
very last winter school in No. 2, and it is our opinion that the advan- 
tages resulting from the employment of such a teacher, together with 
those attainable at our County Institutes, present to every parent a 
fine opportunity of giving children very much more than a fair En- 
glish education, a privilege now, not easily available. 

In this connection we would say, that we regret that a portion of 
the teachings and discipline of No. 2, could not have been bestowed 
upon some of the Young America of No. 1. By expressing this opin- 
ion, we mean to convey no allusion of disparagement at all to the 
highly amiable, and devoted teachings of the instructress of No. 1, 
but merely to illustrate some of the benefits to be derived from a gra- 
dation of our schools; and to have in the winter but one school, and 
that a school to be kept in the town house, open to the talent and 
genius of both districts, while the living matter and younger juveniles 
are placed under the care of teachers in each separate district, or 
what perhaps might be far better, dispense with all other schools dur- 
ing the usual cold months ;—some similar plan of arrangement of our 
schools, will be, we confidently believe, at some future day, carried 
into effect. 


DISTRICT No. 1.—Summer Term. 


This school opened April 28, under the teachings of Miss SARAH J. 
EATON, of South Hampton,’ It was voted by the district, at its annual 
meeting, that the summer teacher should “ keep out the money.”—We 


i 
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believe the teacher to have been fully capable and competent for the 
instruction and management of all those pupils who attended the sum- 
mer term, for any length of time,—well qualified in every respect of 
books,—and kind and devoted in her bearing towards those under her 
care, but a perfect and full reciprocity, of her exertions was not man- 
ifested, neither were her varied kindnesses appreciated by many of 
the school. More decision, firmness and nerve were requisite for 
complete success. Length of school, 23 weeks.—Males, 26-—Females, 
26.—Average number attending, 32. E. JosepHine HILLiarD, is 
returned as not having been absent one-half day during this term. 

The other names we observe as deserving of mention for regnlarity 
and punctuality in attendance are— 

Abraham Hilliard, Annah M. Wadley, E. Judson Blodgett, 
G. Seward Felch, Frank Tasker, Ann Eliza D. Wadley, 


No. 1.—WInNTER TERM. 


The Winter school began Noy. 3d, and ended Feb. 27, 1857.—The 
plan of having a Mistress for the winter was adopted, as we under- 
stand, not. so much as a matter of economy or profit, but rather as an 
experiment—a favorable one it proved in comparison with the last 
male teacher, but not altogether so completely satisfactory as to war- 
rant soon its permanent adoption. The young Yankees of this dis- 


‘trict, particularly, need a governing, as well as guiding influence ; 


like most all children of this generation, they begin to shine at an 
early age, and it is well that instruction be accompanied with every 
proper restraint, a full compliance with all just rules and regulations, 
judiciously enforced. The progress and improvement made in the 
various branches of studies, we deem to have been fair. Females at- 
tended this term, 17—Males 23 ; total 40—Average 261-2. Number 
above 16 years of age, 5. . 

Whole amount of School money in No. 1, is $233 02 


Appropriated for wages, 140 00 
i “board, 70 00 

«“ “ fuel, 15 67 

= ph “ repairs, &c., 7 00 
Wages of Teacher per month, exclusive of board, — 14 00° 


DISTRICT No. 2.—SumMMER TERM: 


‘The Summer Term of this school was placed under the instruction 
of Miss Hannan M. Z. Buaispet, of East Kingston. A young 
lady personally introduced by the Prudential Committee and strongly 


es 
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packed by influential friends. This was her first experience in the 
delightful task. In all the usual requirements, she is believed to have 
been well qualified for the undertaking. Som@thing above human, 
however is required, in order to give general satisfaction, as a female 
teacher in this District. If children ‘did not learn,” as alleged, the 
cause may be looked to as a lack of capacity, or want of application, 
rather than be ascribed to the fault of the teacher. Irregularity of 
attendance, lack of co-operation with the best and proper efforts of 
the teacher, and a general want of outside harmony prove serious ob- 
stacles to the success of summer teachers in this District. We regret 
to say, that several male attendants of this school for both terms were 
reported minus, and bad, both as to moral deportment, habits ot stu- 
dy, and rank as scholars. Four only were reported, who in each 
of the above ranks sustained themselves in the estimation of the teach- 
er, as bemg above mediocrity. This very low grade on which she 
ran through her line of register columns of mental and moral altitude, 


is certainly a matter to be deplored. Your Committee has visited | 


this school too often, and knows its citizens too well, to accept such a 
report as alone attributable to the children ; certainly not, as he views 


the case. In this, “ our lady ” makes her first. appearance as schoolw 
Lapp 


Ma’am. <A young Miss fresh from school and ‘classic groves, she Hed 
formed her ideas probably from poetry and high faluting prose, as to 
what young humanity was, or perhaps should be, but when came eve- 
ry-day, plain experience, and palpable! reality,—then the scene shift- 
ed, and the magnificent and beautiful ideal phantoms she had so fond- 
ly cherished in her innocent girlish imagination “ lit out,” and she 
herself more wise, discovered that her perfect angels either male or 
female, young or old, are, ‘‘ proper scarce ” in this sublunary sphere. 

The first term of this school began May 5—ended June 27—length, 
8 weeks. Number of males reported as in attendance this term, is 25, 
females 32. Second term was likewise 8 weeks. Males this term 22 
females 30. Began July 14—ended September 5—whole number 50 
—1 above 16 years of age. ‘There were 56 granted instances, and 
asking to be dismissed, Instances of tardiness were 391. No. of pu- 
pils not absent half day, none.—Average attendance, 32. 


DISTRICT No. 2.—SummeR TERM. 


The winter school opened under the charge of Mr. Sam’t. M. Har- 
RIMAN, of Raymond. Almost a veteran in the business, and uniform- 
ly a successful teacher—always a good teacher in the full acceptance 


a P Ne a . 
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is of the term, but particularly the man for the situation he occupied 
* this season of our schools—exactly the right man in the right place. 
»’ , This teacher reports fhat'the devotion of the scholars to their duties 
_ «has been such as deserves the approbation of all who take an inter- 
: est in the success and prosperity of our schools. In reading, spelling, 


‘arithmetic and algebra, I deem the progress made to have béen 
dedly good. In this school are several minds, replete with the | 
_» knowledge, and capable under a generous treatment, of high lit 
+ attainment. ‘The deportment of the pupils towards him, he fu 
: more reports, has been uniformly respectful, and what is not les 
“~~ sirable, and praiseworthy, kind to one another. There is a remar. 
__ © similarity of coincidence in the‘remarks of all teachers of this District, . 
a regard to the schoolhouses and school conveniences generally— This 
subject appears to have become a sort of “ harp of a thousand strings” 
to the teachers here, one gives us a longer—another a shorter tune, 
all are inclined to touch the strings with “a doleful sound.” We 
omit the long catalogue of music on this instrument, submitted, know- 
ing it will be no good news, at least. Whole number of scholars at- ; 
tending this winter, 59. Number above 16 years of age, 9—Average 
attendance, 38 1-2. In‘addition to the*various studies usually pursu- 
5 Ata schools—we found here Algebra, Book-keeping, Latin Gram- 
* mar&e. @” 


) 
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School money of this District, $225 00 a 
Appropriated for wages, 130 00 
“ “ board, ai 46) arr 
i ““ fuel, 13 00 
* “ repairs, &c. 2 i 


Wageés of male teacher per month exclusive of board, $30 00. 
Wages oftfemale per month exclusive of board, $10 00. 

The,names of those scholars reported as having attended every day 
of the school, nor missed. more that one day, are 


‘(Mary B. Green, William Spalding, — Annah Piper, 


Johrf’ Green, Orrin Piper, Clinton Gove, . 
George Green, Orrin Chase, Ellery Palmer, j 
Edward Chase, James Brown. . 7 


Respectfully, S&. PARSON S TUCKE, S. 8. Committee. 


Kensington, March 2, 1857. 


